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“ Forgotten history? Not really. Ask just about anyone on the streets of Cairo
or Damascus today and they'll readily tell you about Islam's glory days -
not just its conquests but its cultural, scientific and technological
innovations.
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“ The elephant clock is wonderful because it is like a United Nations clock. It
has all the elements of different civilizations and I like it as a scientist
because it shows that science doesn't have to be boring and sterile and
plain, but it can be decorative and it can also pay homage to the cultures
th...
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“ Well of course, coffee was invented in the very early years of Islam - a guy
called Khaled in Ethiopia, a young man looking after his sheep
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“ The numbers that we have today - 1,2,3,4 - they're called Arabic numerals,
but actually the Arabs at the time called them Indian numerals
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“ During that time, which is about 1,000 years, there were enormous
contributions in science and technology, that came to us from other
civilizations over another very important civilization and that is the Muslim
civilization
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“ One of them is the invention of the university. This was done in the year
850 by a young lady called Fatima al-Firhi in the city of Fez in Morocco.
The first university as we know it in the world, giving degrees and so on
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